


Sermon 96

JOHN 3:22-36


22 After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He remained with them and baptized. 23 Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there. And they came and were baptized. 24 For John had not yet been thrown into prison. 25 Then there arose a dispute between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified-behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!" 27 John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but, I have been sent before Him. 29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 31 He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony. 33 He who has received His testimony has certified that God is true. 34 For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure. 35 The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. 36 He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."    (John 3:22-36)


After Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River by John, He was tempted in the wilderness.  Then Jesus returned to where John was preaching and baptizing in the River Jordan.  It was then that John pointed to Jesus and proclaimed, “Behold! the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  (John 1:29)  Jesus and His disciples returned to Galilee going to Cana and Capernaum.  When the time came for the Passover feast, Jesus and His disciples went up to Jerusalem.  In Jerusalem Jesus cleansed the temple driving out those who sold animals and changed money.  He performed signs, miracles and taught.   Nicodemus a Pharisee and ruler of Jews came to Jesus by night, and Jesus taught him.  Jesus told Nicodemus that he had to be born again, born of water and the Spirit or he would not enter the kingdom of God.  After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He remained with them and baptized.  (John 3:22)  Jesus had His disciples do the baptizing.  (See John 4:2)  So Jesus and His disciples stayed in Judea not far from Jerusalem.  John the prophet of God, the son of Zacharias the priest also continued to preach and baptize in Aenon near Salim because there was much water there.  (John 3:23)  People came and were baptized, immersed down into the water.


Aenon near Salim was to the north of Jerusalem.  There is an Aenon near Salim on the Wadi Fari and in Aenon near Salim 11 km south of Beth Shean (Scythopolis).  Aenon means springs of water.  John was there because there was much water.  Baptism takes much water.  Baptism is immersion, burial under the water.  John preached “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  (Matthew 3:2)  He preached  “a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”  (Luke 3:3)  Jesus also preached, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17)  The work of  John the prophet was to prepare the way for Messiah.  This had been foretold by the Prophet Isaiah in chapter 40:3.  When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River by John, the Holy Spirit came down upon Jesus in bodily form, and God said from heaven, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  (Matthew 3:17)  John saw and heard this and knew that Jesus is Messiah the Son of God.


While John was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, some of his disciples came to him and said, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified-behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!”  (John 3:26)  John let his disciples know that this was right, that this was given to Jesus from heaven.  John said to his disciples, “You yourselves bear me witness that I said, ‘I am not the Christ (Messiah),’ but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ ” (John 3:28)  Yes, John the prophet of God, the son of Zacharias the priest, was sent by God before Messiah, to prepare the way for Messiah.  (See Isaiah 40:3)  He bore witness that Jesus is the Messiah.  John also told his disciples: “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bride-groom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice.  Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.”  (John 3:29)


John said that he was the friend of the bridegroom.  Jesus is the bridegroom.  The people of God are the bride.  The bride of Messiah is His congregation.  John was glad and rejoiced that people were going to Jesus Messiah.  That was the work that God had given to John, to prepare the people for Messiah Jesus.  John bore witness to Jesus Messiah, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of world.  John said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30)  That was what was happening.


John also said about Jesus Messiah, “He who comes from above (heaven) is above all.”  (John 3:31).  Yes, Jesus Messiah is King; He is above all.  John saw the Spirit of God come down upon Jesus in bodily form after John had baptized Jesus.  John said that what Jesus taught is the word of God.  Read what John said about Jesus:  “And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies;… He who has received His testimony has certified that God is true.  For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure.” (John 3:32-34)


Yes, John the prophet of God, the son of Zacharias the priest bore witness to Jesus Messiah, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Will you believe what John said?


Let us read more of the testimony of John, the son of Zacharias the priest: “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.  He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  (John 3:35-36)


Will you believe in the Son of God or will you have the wrath of God abiding upon you?  You can put your faith, your trust in Jesus Messiah the Son of God, obeying Him.  Surely you want everlasting life.  You do not want the wrath of God on You!  One time when John saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them: “Brood of vipers!  Who has warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.  And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees.  Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  (Luke 3:7-9)


You need to be born again of the water and the Spirit.  Jesus said: “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”  (Mark16:16)  The good news is that Jesus Messiah died for our sins according to the scriptures.  He was buried.  Jesus Messiah rose again the third day according to the scriptures.  The blood of the Lamb of God was offered for the forgiveness of our sins.  Do not be like the Pharisees who rejected the counsel of God for themselves not having been baptized.  (Luke 7:30)


After Jesus rose again, He commanded His disciples saying: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  (Matthew 28:19)


Yes, you need to be baptized, immersed, buried in water with Messiah and the blood of Jesus will wash away your sins and you will be raised up from the water to a new life in Jesus Messiah.  (Roman 6:3-4)


“And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16)    AMEN

