


Sermon 119

JOHN 12:37-50


Jesus did signs in Jerusalem.  This is recorded in John 2:23.  Jesus healed a man who had an infirmity for 38 years and could not walk.  (John 5:1-9)  Jesus healed the man who had been born blind.  (John 9:1-41)  Jesus raised Lazarus after he had been dead for four days.  (John 11:17,44)  When Jesus entered Jerusalem before the Passover, the people knew about the signs and miracles.  We will begin reading at John 12:37:  But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him, 38 that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: "Lord, who has believed our report?  And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 39 Therefore they could not believe, because Isaiah said again: 40 "He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, Lest they should see with their eyes, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them." 41 These things Isaiah said when he saw His glory and spoke of Him. 42 Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 44 Then Jesus cried out and said, "He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me. 45 And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. 46 I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. 47 And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him- the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak. 50 And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak."  (John 12:37-50)


Jesus had done many miracles in Jerusalem.  Yet there were people who did not believe in Jesus.  They, themselves, had rejected the proof that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.  This had been foretold in Isaiah 53.  After they refused to believe, then God blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts. However, there were those who did believe, even among the rulers in Jerusalem.  Many of the rulers believed in Him, but they did not confess Him.  They were afraid that the Pharisees would put them out of the synagogue.  Jesus taught: Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.  (Matthew 10:32-33)  The rulers in Jerusalem loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.


If you believe in Jesus, you believe not just in Jesus, but also in God who sent Him.  Jesus came from God as a light into the world.  He is the light of the world.  Whoever believes in Him should not walk in darkness.  Jesus came the first time to save the world.


Will you believe in Him?  Will you walk in the light?  Will you be saved from sin and eternal punishment?  Jesus said:  He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him- the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.  (John 12:48)


Yes, on the day of judgment, we will be judged by the word that Messiah Jesus has spoken.  Jesus Messiah spoke by the authority of God who sent Him.  Jesus Messiah spoke the word of God.  God foretold that He would send Messiah, the prophet.  Moses recorded in Deuteronomy 18:18 that God said to Moses 18 I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. 19 And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him. (Deuteronomy 18:18-19)   


Yes, on the day of judgment God will require of us what God had spoken through Messiah Jesus.  Jesus said: For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.  (John 12:49)  And Jesus said: And I know that His command is everlasting life.  (John 12:50)  Would you like everlasting life?  You can in Jesus Messiah.  He died for our sins.  He was buried.  Jesus Messiah rose the third day according to the scriptures.  There is redemption in Him, through His blood, the fogiveness of sins.  Will you believe in Him?  Will you confess Jesus Messiah, the Son of God?  Will you repent -turn away from sin?  Then you can be baptized into Him, into His death, buried with Him in baptism into death and then raised to walk in newness of life.  (Romans 6:3-4)


Yes, you can have a new life in Messiah Jesus, everlasting life.  Jesus said:  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.   (Mark 16:16)  Listen to 1 Peter 3:21: There is also an antitype which now saves us-baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.   (1 Peter 3:21-22)


When you are baptized into Messiah, buried in water in His name, you will have your sins forgiven through His blood.  You are promised the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 2:38)  You will have been born again of the water and the Spirit, into the Kingdom of Messiah.  (John 3:5)  As a citizen of the Kingdom of Messiah, you can live a fruitful life, serving your king, Jesus the Messiah.  Jesus said: . . .Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  (Revelation 2:10)                                                                                                                                        


Listen to Jesus in Matthew 24:13:  But he who endures to the end shall be saved.  (Matthew 24:13)


And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.  (Acts 22:16)  AMEN

