


Sermon 117

JOHN 11:54-12:19


Lazarus of the village of Bethany had died.  He was in the tomb for four days.  Jesus came and raised Him to life.  Many Jews from Jerusalem were there and witnessed the resurrection of Lazarus by Jesus.  Some told the religious leaders in Jerusalem what Jesus had done.  The chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council, and from that day on they plotted to put Jesus to death.


Let us read John 11:54-12:19: 54 Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there into the country near the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and there remained with His disciples.  55 And the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up to Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify themselves. 56 Then they sought Jesus, and spoke among themselves as they stood in the temple, "What do you think-that He will not come to the feast?" 57 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, that if anyone knew where He was, he should report it, that they might seize Him. 

12 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. 2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.  4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who would betray Him, said, 5 "Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.  7 But Jesus said, "Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always."  9 Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus.  12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:  "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! The King of Israel!" 14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 15 "Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey's colt." 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him. 17 Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness. 18 For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this sign. 19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, "You see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!" 


The high priest of Israel, Caiaphas, had decided to put Jesus to death.  This he decided without a trial.  Jesus and His disciples left Bethany, and stayed away until they returned to Bethany six days before the Passover.  Bethany is about two miles or about three kilometers east of Jerusalem.  While Jesus and His disciples stayed in Bethany before the Passover, they made a supper for Him.  Martha served but Lazarus was one of those at the table with Jesus.  It was then that Mary anointed Jesus with oil of spikenard. (John 12:3)  A great many Jews came to see Jesus and Lazarus whom He had raised from the dead.  Many Jews believed in Jesus to be the Messiah because Jesus had raised Lazarus, after Lazarus had been dead for four days.  Jews had been there when Lazarus was raised from the dead by Jesus.  They had gone to Jerusalem and told others.  Many Jews saw the proof that Jesus is the Messiah of Israel from Jerusalem.  The chief priests took counsel that they might also put Lazarus to death, because Lazarus was living proof that Jesus is Messiah.  The religious leaders were afraid of losing their positions of power and income.


Jesus and His disciples came to Bethany six days before the Passover, which would have been Friday evening.  On the first day of the week, a great multitude heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.  They took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:  “Hosanna!  ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’  The King of Israel!” (John 12:13)  They took their cry from Psalm 118:25-26.  They quoted the word of God.  Hosanna, which is Hebrew, meaning save us now!  The 118th Psalm is a Messianic Psalm and was used at Passover time.  The great multitude of people called Jesus the King of Israel.  Yes!  They were right!  Jesus is Messiah, the King of Israel.  The great multitude used the correct Psalm to apply to Jesus Messiah.  Also in the 118th Psalm it states that Messiah has become the chief cornerstone.  The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  (Psalm 118:22).  Let us also cry out the words of the 118th Psalm: “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!”  (Psalm 118:25-26).  Truly, Messiah came.  He is the King of Israel!


Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a young donkey.  His triumphal entry into Jerusalem had been prophesied by the word of God as recorded by the prophet Zechariah.  “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.  Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem.  Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  (Zechariah 9:9).  Yes, Jesus Messiah, the King of Israel fulfilled this prophecy that God had given about 500 years before Messiah came.  Jesus fulfilled the prophecies recorded by Moses, and the prophets, about Messiah.


The people, who were with Jesus when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness in Jerusalem.  For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this sign. (John 12:17-18).  The religious leaders, the chief priests and Pharisees watched the triumphal entry of Jesus Messiah into Jerusalem.  They wanted to murder Jesus so that they could keep their positions of power and money.


The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You see that you are accomplishing nothing.  Look, the world has gone after Him.” (John 12:19).  The Pharisees did not understand that by murdering Jesus it would do what Jesus came into the world to do.  Then indeed, the world went after Jesus to be saved from their sins.  The good news is that Jesus died for our sins according to the scriptures, He was buried.  Jesus Messiah rose from the dead the third day according to the scriptures.  You can have eternal life in Jesus Messiah.  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of world!  Jesus Messiah is our atonement.  He gave His blood for our redemption, to redeem us from the slavery of sin.  Yes, we also can cry out Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  The King of Israel!  (John 12:13).  Truly: “Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming sitting on a donkey’s colt.”  (John 12:15).


Yes, Jesus Messiah has all authority in heaven and on earth.  He sits now on the throne of David at the right hand of God in heaven.  Will you obey Him now?  Will you repent?  Would you become a part of His kingdom?  Would you be saved from sin and eternal punishment in hell?  Jesus said: “He who believes and is baptized will be saved, but he who does not believe will be condemned.”  (Mark 16:16).  In John 3:5 we read: Jesus answered, “Most assuredly (Truly, Truly), I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  (John 3:5).  Through your own faith in Messiah, you need to be baptized, immersed in water, buried with Messiah in baptism.  “ Buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  (Colossians 2:12).  Then you will be born again of water and the Spirit, translated into the Kingdom of Messiah.  “He delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”  (Colossians 1:13-14).  It is written in 1 Peter 3:21-22: There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ (Messiah), who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.  (1Peter 3:21-22).


‘And now why are you waiting?  Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’  (Acts 22:16).  AMEN


